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Zero tolerance for cheaters at Baruch
BY MEGAN LAW
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

An anonymous email containing the answers to a class online
quiz has the accounting department undecided on how to handle
the situation and who to point fingers at.
One student’s decision to e-mail
the answers of a quiz in Accounting
2203 to several of his classmates
left those students with a “zero” for
the exam and the chair unsure of
where to go next. However, the perpetrator’s punishment has yet to be
determined.
“A student in my class […] sent
an e-mail to [approximately] 10
[female] students with answers to
a quiz that is given online during a
window of time. This e-mail indicated that there was no guarantee
that all answers were correct, but
it asked students to reply to the email if they were interested in getting answers to [the] quiz,” said the
Prof. James Miglino in an email.
Aside from the answers, the
anonymous sender only wrote, “I
hope this helps, but I cannot guarantee you that these answers and
questions will be the same when
you start your own quiz. however,
there is another way. please reply
to this email if you are interested.”
Once Miglino was notified, he

informed Dean Zadra, Dean Aaron,
and Dean Darrough of the situation.
“I signed onto my e-mail account
to access the link to the quiz inside
one of my TA’s e-mails. I noticed I
had new mail,” said one of the students who received the email, a Finance and Investments major who
decided to remain anonymous. “I
was anxious to take my quiz and
decided to check it later.”
Approximately 40 minutes had
elapsed between the cheater’s email and an announcement from
the teacher’s assistant (TA) about
the incident. The anonymous student did not notify Miglino of the email and in turn received the “zero”
grade.
The teacher’s assistant, Professor Hangsoo Kyung, would not
comment on the matter.
“Why should I be punished for
failing to check my e-mail between
the time, a quick 40 minutes, when
the perpetrator sent the e-mail and
the time the TA notified us?” said
the student.
The anonymous student is also
concerned that other students in
the class will have an advantage
over those who were penalized by
receiving a “zero” on the quiz.

SEE CHEATER PAGE 4
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USG gets more funding 17 Lex to get makeover in 2011
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Work Abroad fair attracts students.

BY GEESOO KIM
In March 2008, $50 million in
funding was collected in order to
renovate 17 Lexington.
Students taking classes at the
17 Lex building are probably familiar with its ventilation problems,
outdated classrooms and unpredictable temperature. Beyond its
apparent problems, 17 Lex also
houses mice, mold and asbestos.
In Sept. 2008, FXFowle, the architectural firm working on the
building, presented their renovation plans that will span in phases
from 2005 through 2015.
Jim Lloyd, assistant vice president of campus operations, said
that upon completion over half of
the building would consist of classrooms and natural science labs.
The remaining space would be allotted to whichever academic departments needed it for offices. In
their original plans, FXFowle also
planned for a recreational area for
students on the first floor.
As of yet, Baruch has only received a portion of the promised
funding. Lloyd projects actual construction work to begin in 2011. It
will be the first major remodeling
since the doors opened in 1928.
There is no construction at the
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17 Lexington

Renovation
Begins
2011

ILLUSTRATED BY JOU-MAN HUANG

moment because the design for 17
Lex is in its beginning stages, while
planning is in its final stages. The
Executive Master Plan Committee
will ultimately decide what specifically will be worked on. Members
of this committee also have the responsibility of reporting their plans
directly to CUNY.
Under the umbrella of the Executive Master Plan Committee are
the 17 Lex Design Advisory Subcommittee, the Natural Sciences
Design Subcommittee and the
Performing Arts Design Subcommittee. The 17 Lex Design Advisory
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Subcommittee advises the Executive Master Plan Committee on the
design plans for 17 Lex. They also
take care of the daily activities in
the renovation process.
The Natural Sciences Design
Subcommittee’s duty is to guarantee that the new natural science
labs would adequately fulfill the
needs of students.
If all goes as planned, Baruch
will be more eco-friendly since the
subcommittees, as well as FXFowle,
have stated that they will work towards a “greener” building
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CUNY takes on the swine flu.
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The Undergraduate Student
Government’s “Thursdays at Baruch,” a program hosting weekly
parties for students, is getting fresh
support from the Office of Student
Affairs.
The announcement came two
weeks ago from USG President
Tanvir Hossain during the government’s weekly meetings, saying
that Vice President Ben Corpus’ office will match any funds spent by
USG, allowing for greater accommodations at each party.
“For far too long many have expressed concern over an apathetic
student body,” said Corpus. “Now
we have student leadership that
is active, and with hope, they will
persist through the slight threads
of negativity and build a culture of
involvement and connectivity that
many reputable institutions carry
with great pride.”
The contribution from Student
Affairs cannot exceed $300 per
weekly party, but Hossain says if
costs run higher there may be leeway. “If the costs go over, they may
take money from a future event,”
Hossain said.
The matching funds will allow
USG and Student Affairs to spend,

on average, up to $600 each week.
“The goal is to make the events better,” said Hossain.
Two upcoming events will be
the first to benefit from this collaboration: USG’s Freakfest and Phi
Eta Sigma’s masquerade ball. USG
Executive Vice President Armaan
Torabi plans on adding a light show
to Freakfest, the student government-hosted Halloween party, with
the fund injection.“When you have
more resources, you can do greater
things,” Torabi said. “We want clubs
to do events also. (USG) would use
the money from “Thursdays at Baruch” to cosponsor it,” he added.
Torabi attributes the additional
support from Student Affairs to the
connection built by Corpus and
Hossain. “[They] have built a great
relationship,” he said. “Corpus
trusts us. Our goals are similar.”
USG’s sincerity in its pursuit of
greater student involvement was
also a motivating factor for Student Affairs’ support. “Dr. [Corlise]
Thomas and I have been witnessing their momentum and believe in
their sincerity,” said Corpus. “Fundamentally, however, it is our wish
to support students in their activities and when it comes down to it,
actions speak louder than words.
We took action to assist.”

Baruch College

BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
USG CORRESPONDENT

“Where the
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Are” film expands on the
childhood
book.
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] O’Connor charms Baruch crowd
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BY SOPHIA KARATHANASIS

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

MONDAY 10/26
Sponsored by the Stan Ross
Department of Accounting and
the Zicklin School of Business, the
Emanuel Saxe Distinguished Lecture Series will present Accounting
at a Tipping Point at 151 East 25th
Street room 750.

TUESDAY 10/27
The Baruch City Advertising Society will hold the Ogilvy Information Session from 12:40-2:20 p.m.
in VC 5-160.
CNN: Latinos in America-Viewing
Discussion will be presented from
5-9 p.m. in VC 2-125.

THURSDAY 10/29
Hosted by Ascend (Association for
Pan-Asian Accounting and Finance
Professionals), Forensic Accounting and Information Technology
with PricewaterhouseCoopers will
be held from 12:30-2:30 p.m. in VC
13-145.
The Finance and Economics Society will present the NYSSA Semi
Program and the Naional Association for Business Economics from
12:40-2:20 p.m. in VC 6-170.
Baruch VITA, the largest collegesponsored Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance is now recruting for the
2010 tax season. Students interested in learning more about taxation
and want to become a part of the
program should visit www.baruch.
cuny.edu/vita, or speak to representatives on campus.

USG Briefs

The Weissman School of Arts
and Sciences and the literary
magazine Poets & Writers held an
event for the fall 2009 Sidney Harman Writer-in-Residence Joseph
O’Connor, on Oct. 20.
The Irish-born writer gave a formal reading and discussion of selected pieces of his work and those
that have inspired him.
O’Connor’s literary career has
consisted of the international bestseller Star of the Sea, several other
acclaimed novels, collections of
non-fiction works and stage plays.
He began the discussion by describing his time at Baruch as “one
of the most wonderful experiences
of my life.”
He specifically emphasized the
beauty of the Newman Library and
compared it to the National Library, located in his childhood city
of Dublin, which he frequented as
an adolescent.
As he recalled, it was during
these library visits that he came
across the book Sermons by English poet John Donne, which he
describes as “passionate, lively,
and erotic.” O’Connor read a passage from the book, dedicating it to
“those who love to read and love to
learn.”
He then shifted to a journalism piece that paid homage to his
personal New York hero, punk rock
musician Patti Smith, whose music
he memorably discovered at the
age of 14. This revelation, which
O’Connor referred to as an “emotional showdown,” transformed
the dull city of Dublin into a world
of color. O’Connor described Patti
Smith as a pop culture rebel whose
physical image is “androgynous,
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The Undergraduate Student
Government has announced plans
to pursue a student activity fee increase. The proposed fee increase
will be discussed at tomorrow
evening’s meeting. Besides a fee
referendum, USG will also propose
changes to its constitution for the
student body to vote on.
USG will have a launch party in the
Vertical Campus lobby, Thursday
during club hours. The launch will
allow USG to engage with the student body and clubs. Prior to the
launch USG will circulate flyers, a
YouTube video and its newsletter.
The two-day freshman trip is slated
for Nov. 13. Sign up tables will
be staffed in the Vertical Campus
lobby, where freshman can register, beginning today.

Don’t be
scared, The
Ticker is off
nex t week for
Halloween!

Harman Writer-in-Residence professor Joseph O’Connor read passages from his own work and some of his favorite pieces.
sullen, unconventionally gorgeous,” and whose poetic lyrics led
him to ponder an imagined life in
1970s East Village Manhattan.
Changing focus to another New
York artist, O’Connor briefly delved
into his admiration for poet Walt
Whitman, whose work lavishes on
“diversity of many colors and religions” and in this respect would
have thought fondly of Baruch, according to O’Connor.
O’Connor read from Whitman’s
poem “I Hear America Singing,” a
piece which he felt expressed “the
dignity of work and the nobility of

everyday life.”
The author and professor then
finished the discussion with a reading from a recent poem inspired by
his time spent in a meeting room in
the journalism department overlooking uptown Manhattan.
The poem centered on the Vertical Campus, New York, Baruch
and the demolished Twin Towers.
Dedicating the poem to his students, O’Connor elaborated on his
personal perception of Baruch saying, “This place is about a beautiful
idea, a noble idea that the problems
in the world can be solved with ef-

fort and solidarity, banishing ignorance and fear.”
After the readings, the attendees
of the event were given the opportunity to ask the author questions.
When one student asked about
the differences between music
and writing, O’Connor responded:
“Writing does something that nothing else does. It brings together the
beauty of sounds and story, it can
be about something, it can change
the world and it changes the world
everyday.”

PR offers opportunities to students
BY DARRICK ROUSSEAU

COMPILED BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
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On Oct. 22, the Baruch City Advertising Society (BCAS) invited
ThinkPR manager Madeline Amato
for an information session on her
agency, the publicist career track
and possible internship opportunities for Baruch students.
ThinkPR is a public relations
and marketing agency that specializes in fashion, beauty as well as
lifestyle and hospitality interests.
According to Amato, as an account executive publicist, a typical
day for her is nothing short of busy
and exciting.
Some typical moments for her
include: meeting with the editors of
Seventeen magazine, checking Facebook and Twitter during lunch,
meeting with celebrities at night,
then scheduling a flight to Amsterdam for the next week with British
fashion photographer Nigel Barker.
“If you want to come in at 9 a.m.
and leave at 5 p.m. this isn’t the job
for you,” said Amato to a room full
of public relations and marketing
majors.
“You need [a] phone persona
and have to be an extrovert with
strong communication skills,” said
Amato. Students who may not be as
interpersonal are also strongly recommended to apply to the internship program.
“I like having an intern who is
introverted and watching them after a few weeks build confidence to
pick up the phone.”
“I’m glad they were able to do
this. She brought an insider per-

spective of what PR is and it’s helpful for people like me who haven’t
decided what to focus on. And I
think I want to research PR now
more than I wanted to before,” said
sophomore Dara Stallings, a marketing major. “The event was very
professional, I actually met them
[BCAS] during my orientation, I am
glad I was able to come to my first
event here,” said Stallings.
Amato encouraged students
to get a jumpstart on their career by getting experience. “I like
when students are involved,” said
Amato. Think PR does not hire interns without prior experience and
knowledge of public relations. “Internships will help you figure out
what you want to be,” said Amato.
Amato also noted students
should compliment their coursework with extracurricular activities.
“It’s funny, professors talk about
it, we hear it and do not absorb it.
Here, I put it to practical use,” said
senior Margaret Hester Sancho,
President of BCAS and an international marketing major.
Consisting of only five people,
BCAS encourages students to join
and be a part of the learning process.
BCAS strives to help established
clubs as well as start-ups with their
advertising and marketing strategies.
They also expose them to professional opportunities through informational events such as this one.
Furthermore, the club helps students develop skills than they can
then apply to internships like those
at Think PR.

DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER

ThinkPR’s Madeline Amato spoke about Public Relations to interested students.
BCAS will be holding another
corporate presentation with Ogilvy
One Worldwide, another PR firm,
next Tuesday.

The impressive turnout of Baruch students at the Think PR gives
BCAS high expectation for what’s to
come this semester.
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More
students
roll into
CUNY
BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

More students are packing into
classrooms now that CUNY’s enrollment has soared over 23 percent since 2004.
Manhattan Community College
and City College led CUNY’s ballooning enrollment for community
and senior colleges, respectively.
City College’s enrollment soared
by nearly 63 percent since 2004,
increasing its freshman class from
950 to 1,548 in 2008. Manhattan
Community College’s enrollment
jumped almost 50 percent, as more
than 1,550 new students entered
the two-year college.
Most senior colleges’ five-year
enrollment numbers hover between 20 to 30 percent. One campus, Queensborough College, says
its over-enrollment was a response
to mid-year budget reductions and
the loss of vital fund injections such
as the CUNY Compact.
“We are hopeful that our overenrollment (enrollment above the
CUNY set enrollment target) will
be sufficient to compensate for the
loss of money in the CUNY Compact and allow for some modest
new investments in new initiatives,”
wrote Queensborough President
Eduardo J. Martí in his 2008 report
to the Academic Senate. “With
careful management of our fiscal
resources, I believe that we will be
fine this academic year.”
Martí added in his 2009 address to the Academic Senate that
Queensborough will be adding
“sufficient personnel” to receive
standard educational services.
The university says that additional tuition money is not the only
reason for the enrollment increase.
In a statement, CUNY said families’
tightening budgets and demand for
affordable education helped spur
the increase.
“Students and families connect
with CUNY’s consistent focus on
academic quality, on providing value, and on the changing needs of
our students, present and future,”
said CUNY Chancellor Matthew
Goldstein in a statement.
While CUNY is celebrating its
increasing enrollment, some are
worried that the university cannot
support more students in the classrooms, especially at Manhattan
Community College.
“My concern is health and safety,” said Arthurine DeSola, secretary of CUNY’s Professional Staff
Congress, in an article by New York
Teacher. “At Manhattan Community College we still have students
in trailers.”
The trailers referred to by DeSola were erected in the aftermath
of Sept. 11. The college’s Fiterman
Hall, located in lower Manhattan,
was destroyed in the attacks.
Just last year, Manhattan Community College students and faculty took to the streets, demanding the funds necessary to rebuild
Fiterman Hall.
“Students are tired of being
cramped into classrooms,” said
New York City Council member
Charles Barron at the rally. “BMCC
needs space for education, and it
needs it now. It’s time to rebuild
Fiterman, at the very least, for the
students of BMCC.”
Manhattan Community College’s PSC chapter chair Rebecca
Hill added that the college has “intolerable conditions unacceptable
for learning.”
Students are expected to keep
coming though, with Goldstein
saying, “The University’s strong
enrollment gains make a powerful
statement.”
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Sounding off on mayoral race
BY CYNTHIA VIA
STAFF WRITER

Thursday, the Baruch Grassroots
organization held its first podcast
debate in collaboration with the
Apple Student Club.
Student participants were able
to voice their opinions and discuss
current politics and news developments.
The Grassroots Organization,
which is only in its third meeting,
is meant to give Baruch students a
place to explore politics to further
engage them in civic action.
The debate will be published on
Baruch College’s iTunes page. It is
the first student podcast.
There are weekly discussions on
specific topics involving local, state
and national affairs. This week’s
podcast discussion, which was directed by organization president
Ben Guttmann, included the latest on the health care debate, the
2009 NYC mayoral race and current
news topics and opinions from students.
During the 2009 NYC mayoral
discussion, students spoke regarding the difference in campaign
tactics between Mayor Michael
Bloomberg and Bill Thompson.
“Thompson hasn’t raised money like he should have,” said one of
the student speakers.
“When you ask people, they
don’t even know who he is,” said
Daniel Liong, a Baruch student.
One student said that in order
to defeat Bloomberg, Thompson
must continue attacking his opponent. Others posed the option
of using free media, and more advertisements, since many felt they
received fewer ads from Thompson
then they did for Bloomberg. Other

DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER

Students and club members debated the New York mayorIal race while the Apple Student Club recorded it for a podcast.
than lacking enough capital to beat
Bloomberg, Thompson also “does
not have what it takes to excite the
public,” said Guttmann.
Many students at the event
felt the city is “better off with
Bloomberg.”
In the last segment, students
expressed their opinion on current
news topics that have incited interest and analysis.
Topics included: American
troops using rock music to torture

prisoners in Guantanamo, Sen. Hiram Monserrate’s criminal charges,
Congressman Charlie Rangel’s
financial investigation and the Afghanistan War.
A future topic the Grassroots
organization is looking to explore
is how President Barack Obama’s
election has affected the Middle
East.
In the near future, Guttmann
has his sights set on visiting the
U.N., inviting guest speakers, and

installing opinion polls regarding
political action outside and inside
the campus, which Guttmann is
hoping will initiate a wider interest
in Baruch politics.
The former USG vice president
of legislative affairs, now in charge
of the Baruch Grassroots organization, plans to do a podcast once a
month and weekly meetings are
held in the Vertical Campus building on Tuesdays in room 10-170 at
12:45 p.m.

GI check deployment delayed
BY DOVILAS BUKAUSKAS
COPY EDITOR

This October, many student veterans across the nation can expect
a delay in the arrival of the benefit
payments provided by the newest
GI bill.
Andy Cheng, president of the
Veterans Association at Baruch,
explained the situation. “They are
sending their checks out late because of a backlog in the system,”
he said.
The backlog of unprocessed
checks is allegedly due to a spike
in returning veteran enrollment
that the USDVA has been unable
to handle. In an attempt to resolve
the issue, the USDVA is issuing
$3,000 emergency checks to veterans whose payments have been
delayed.
“This is an extraordinary action
we’re taking,” said Secretary of Veteran Affairs Eric Shinseki in a press
release. “But it’s necessary because
we recognize the hardships some
of our Veterans face.”
Cheng said that he could not say
why this surge in veteran enroll-

ment is occurring, or where these
veterans were returning from.
According to a number of reports, student veterans across the
nation have had to find extra jobs
or live on their credit cards due to
the delay.
The new GI bill, referred to as
the Post 9/11 GI Bill, grants many
benefits that veterans did not previously enjoy. According to Jean, the
bill is supposed to pay for classes
like the previous one but also provides money for books and helps
veterans pay for their housing.
“The bill is a massive improvement in the right direction to relieve some of the financial burdens
that Vets have while in school,” said
Reuben Jean, a 25-year-old veteran
at Baruch.
The bill, which went into effect
on August 1 of this year, allows students to enroll in the school of their
choice, but the benefits they can
receive are limited to the highest
in-state tuition at a public institution of higher learning. Active duty
members receive full tuition for
whatever school they attend but do
not receive housing or academic
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supply stipends
“The only problem now is the
well publicized delays,” said Jean.
“These delays are affecting a lot of
people who were counting on that
extra money to make ends meet.
Now they’re stuck for the time being.”
Jean said that he was used to
waiting for the benefits and paying
his tuition late in the semester, but
that this time he was “not sure just
how late its going to be.”

According to Cheng’s estimate,
there are roughly 150 student veterans enrolled at Baruch. “Every
student veteran is affected” by the
payment delay, said Cheng.
A press release on the GI bill’s
website said, “more than 27,500
students have already received
benefits for housing or books under the new Post-9/11 GI Bill, or
their schools received their tuition
payments.”

Students affected by anonymous cheater
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Class policy allows students to
drop their lowest quiz grade, and
as a result, penalized students lose
this safeguard and may not recover
by the end of the semester.
“I think that their justification is
insufficient. The only answer I keep
receiving about their decision to
‘punish’ us is that we ‘violated the
code of honor’ [...] I was not fully
aware of any sort of deviance at
the time, and was only concerned
about completing my quiz since

it’s a portion of my grade” said the
student.
Baruch College is an institution
that stresses academic honesty.
“Any student who attempts to compromise or devalue the academic
process will be sanctioned,” according to the university’s website.
Masako Darrough, the chair of
the accounting department, disclosed that in the case of allegations
of cheating, the professor in charge
would talk to the students to find

out the facts. All findings are then
to be reported to Dean Aaron, who
will decide how the student should
be handled.
“When a student has problems
with their exam score or a course
grade, they should first talk to the
professor in charge of the course,”
said Darrough.
He suggests that students ask
the professor how questions are
graded or to re-grade certain questions. If there are grading errors

present, the professor will put in a
grade change request. If there are
no errors, but the students are not
satisfied, they can petition the appeal committee.
“However, ultimately it is the responsibility of the professor to decide on the appropriate grade,” said
Darrough.
“We are trying to send a message. [The] school has [an] honor
code[,] which must be followed,”
said Miglino.
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Opinions
Racing for Maturity

POLITICAL CARTOON

NAKEISHA CAMPBELL
It amazes me how people are in such a hurry to grow up while
they are young, and yet, when they finally reach adulthood, they
wish that they were teenagers again. It is a typical attitude that
is rarely talked about.
Generally speaking, people often take their earlier years
for granted. They never give themselves a chance to enjoy
their youth. But why is it that people are in such a hurry to
grow up? For some reason, depending on a person’s age and
perspective, people tend to focus solely on the greater aspects
of being younger or older. Therefore, they begin to admire it,
and suddenly they develop a yearning for it. For instance, if a
young boy is forced to follow the rules of his parents and he
sees that they still have the freedom to do whatever they wish,
then he will believe that being a grown man is better than being
a child. Another common reason could be peer pressure. The
people in one’s surroundings, or whom they hang out with,
could also influence one’s desire for maturity, or youth.
Even as people continue to mature each day, I feel like it is
becoming more of a competition. People are in such a hurry
to get older and to gain freedom and independence. Their
impatience for such things causes them to neglect the fact
that all of these things are bound to come naturally and in
their own time. It is likely though, that once they hit that level
of maturity, they will realize that it is not as perfect as they
imagined. Ironically, many middle-aged people today wish
that they could relive their younger years again.
This kind of experience is very common in today’s society
because we rarely ever concentrate on living our lives to the
fullest, regardless of our age. By the time that we finally realize
this, it is usually too late. This is one of the main reasons why
some adults fall into the usual trap of wishing they were young
again.
I think about these things when I see little kids try so hard to
appear like they are more than twice their age, or when I hear
older people complain that they wish they were younger. It is
such a predictable and common pattern among many, yet most
of us continue to disregard the disadvantages of moving too fast
until it is too late. This can be avoided if we simply stop trying
to rush things, and just let nature take its course.
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YOUR LETTERS AND COMMENTS
Letter Policy

Stress Relief

The Ticker welcomes correspondence from all readers. When a submission is made, please include your
name, graduation year and organization title, if applicable. Letter submissions should not exceed 250
words. The Ticker reserves the right to edit submissions for clarity and length. Submissions should be
sent each Wednesday by 5 p.m. Submissions should be sent to opinions@theticker.org.

HINA JEHAN
Stress can be defined as a physical factor that disturbs the
body’s normal state of functioning. College students go through
a tremendous amount of this. Some of the symptoms of stress
are: constant worrying, feeling overwhelmed, nausea, dizziness,
and using alcohol, cigarettes, or drugs to relax. Stress may also
cause serious diseases such as heart disease, obesity, digestive
problems and depression.
The following methods have been suggested as ways to relieve stress. The first one is exercise. It can provide distraction
and is an outlet for frustrations.
The second method is music. It can lower blood pressure,
relax the body and calm a person’s mind. Some students play
instruments, which is also a good distraction.
The third method, my favorite, is visualization. You can
visualize your self achieving goals, doing well at things and
becoming healthy. This not only puts people in a positive state
of mind, it also changes a person’s outlook. That is why many
successful people say that a damn good attitude equals a damn
good destiny. On that note, we could visualize our selves getting better grades.
You can also try breathing exercises. It is the easiest solution because you can do it anytime and anywhere. It provides
the blood with oxygen and wakes up the brain and relaxes the
muscles. This can help students think rationally and clearly,
and thus, it helps us make the right decisions. It is the right
decision to share these tips with everyone.
The fifth method is self–hypnosis. This way you can send
messages to your subconscious to give up bad habits and feel
less pain. This requires practice but, in the end, it is worth the
effort.
These techniques can help students manage hassles, deadlines and college frustrations more effectively. Once stress is out
of the way, our performance in every sector of our life can be
enhanced. We are already aware that most students have one
or more jobs and participate in clubs, and all of us need to stay
healthy in order to succeed. These techniques prevent things
from falling apart in our lives. In order to avoid stress, we can
start our morning with a regimented plan and stay organized,
instead of running around in a panic. In the end, make use of
these tips and stay healthy.

In response to “Female and
Equal” article:
It’s time for some women in
this world to wake up and take
responsibility for their own action
and what they want in the future.
There are so many women at Baruch
College, and they are probably just girls
and not really women because women are
a lot more mature, people who might be
majoring in marketing or finance, and are
not taking their education seriously.
In marketing class or accounting
class, I have encountered these young
women or girls to be chatty during class
sessions, disrupting the other students
who sit around them with their chatty
conversations, and not really paying
attention to the professor’s lecture and
not being able to answer professor’s
questions in class. Well, those girls
can’t engage in in-class Q&A or
participate in class discussion because
they have not been paying attention.
Those girls are pretty too, so I am sure
they should be able to make it on their
own without much use of an education,
knowledge, or skills, as long as they got
the look and are able keep that as their
competitive advantage.
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-jack be nimble
In response to “Logging Out”
article:
This is a good article, because it made
me angry after I read it. Why am I angry?
Because after I read this article, I went to
the computer lab in the Baruch College’s
library building on the 6th Floor.
It was noon, and the computer lab was
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very busy. Many people like me, who after
swiping cards to pass the entry turnstile
of the computer lab, found themselves
walking around the computer lab area
trying to find an unoccupied computer
station. Yes, the Baruch College’s BCTC
computer lab might have been facing a
bottleneck surge of users at that time, but
students at Baruch College also have not
been considerate.
Actually, the students of Baruch
College have the right not to be
considerate, because they all have been
equally required to pay the technology
fee, which includes the right to access the
highly expensive technology equipment
on the campus of Baruch College. Perhaps
that is why when I was walking around in
search of the next available computer to
use, I saw numerous college students on
the internet visiting Facebook, watching
movies or listening music videos on
Youtube, playing online games on the
computer, and not many college students
are doing serious work in the computer
lab or spending their technology fee
wisely.

-Straight Outta Baruch
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Frankly and honestly, in the world
of business and in marketing terms, sex
sells! Why then, when they choose not
to pay attention in class, and they do
not have to pay attention in class, that
they have to come and harass a nerdy
college student like me to help them with
their assignments and quizzes, as well as
asking the professors to drop a test grade
or to change the grading policy of the
exam to a curve-grading method? Why?
Just like I do not understand why some
women are so crazy about Sex And The
City, or why some people use “like,
whatever, as if” they can “totally” and
lack the mental capacity to conduct a
decent conversation. I do not understand
some women and men, or girls and boys
at all. “Yeah,” I am “so” not getting it!
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Approachability

The New Generation
ALEX MIKOULIANITCH

acceptable. They are amazing
In order to have a social life,
you need to be bold. Sometimes it
conversation starters. I cannot tell
is necessary to take a deep breath
you how many times I have been
and walk up to strangers and strike
lounging around the VC reading a
up a conversation. The problem is
book and people have come up to
that you also know that you are on
me and started talking about the
the shyer side and those options are
paperback in my hand. So, when
unrealistic for you. So now what? Is
you are sitting around alone, grab
there no hope for
a book from your bag
you?
rather than your cell
phone or iPod.
No! There is
Finally, once you
still hope. For all
of you introverted
avoid doing things
students out there
that make you seem
who are just as
uninterested in
eager to make
socializing, there
friends as the
is another step you
more outgoing
should take. Just
types, I have some
sitting without your
suggestions for
cell phone or iPod
will not help your
you. I spend a lot
social situation
of time walking
if there is no one
through the lovely
Newman Vertical
around. You need to
Campus,
and
place yourself in the
DANIELLA BONDAR
I have noticed
mix. Don’t take the
that some things
chair all the way on
people do that may be pushing
the other side facing the window; try
others away.
sitting next to people. I am not telling
I am going to make it a rule right
you to ask the guy or girl alone at a
now. If you want people to strike
table in the cafeteria if you can sit
up a conversation with you, ditch
with them when there are a million
open seats. That would be strange.
the headphones. When those little
But if you see people sitting in one
buds are in your ears, no one is
going to approach you because you
of the seating stations on most of
look uninterested in conversation.
the floors of the VC, take the open
Headphones make people look antiseat. You need to shed the fear of
social. It’s as simple as that.
awkwardness.
I know that sometimes it is hard
Second, the text can wait. If
you are standing among a bunch
for shy people to approach strangers
of your classmates before the start
but that is not the only option. It may
of class, do not pull out your cell
be the most effective one, but you
phone. I know that sometimes it
can try other things as well. Look
feels awkward to just stand there
interested and ready to converse.
and not be doing anything, but you
You can be subdued and proactive
need to get over it. Awkwardness is
at the same time. So no headphones
a part of life. Let a stranger who asks
in your ears and no fingers furiously
you how the homework was relieve
typing away on your Blackberries or
the awkwardness, not the tweet that
iPhones. It does not matter if you
just came in on your cell phone.
are the loud or quiet type, just make
Books, on the other hand, are
it work.
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My thoughts are usually
interrupted with constant questions,
and the reason they bother me so
much is that I can never find the
right answer to them; in particular,
the question of where my generation
is going. Every day, I witness a
sight that makes me feel alienated
from this world, and drowns all
the inspiration I may experience.
If I try to seek a philosophical
conversation, attempt to talk about
music, culture or even love, I lose all
hope in gaining anything from the
already dead interaction.
For instance, there seems
to be a hold on young peoples’
understanding of music. I listened
to the so-called popular music my
peers mainly listen to. I watched
some of the TV shows and movies
that seem to be the most popular
among my them. I participated in
the activities that are a “must” for the
average college student. Not once
have I arrived at an understanding
of how these things have grasped the
minds of my generation with such a
dull, iron fist.
Is there truly something more to
it, or are songs about partying and

‘women’ really that one-sided. Is it
just me, or do recent comedies focus
only on pornographic humor and
profanity to spark laughter in the
submissive minds of the youth? Why
does drinking and coming home at 3
a.m. seem to be the most pervasive
topic in everyday discussion? Why
does trying drugs, and having 20 or
more boyfriends or girlfriends have
to be the things that people look up
to and want? These are questions to
which I seek answers.
Letting go, having fun, trying new
things and experiencing life to the
fullest are the answers I was left with
after trying to discuss and analyze
the topic. Letting go? From what
exactly are we letting go? Is it from
too much work in school or from
annoying parents and relationships?
It seems strange, because the last
time I remember, the most valid
excuse for consuming alcohol to
‘let go’ was when 18-year-old kids
were fighting up in Vietnam and
watching their friends’ limbs being
ripped apart and their brothers’
heads being torn off.
We are getting too used to the
peaceful surroundings we are

blessed to have. But I doubt anyone
cares about living in peace, and
not having to witness their closest
relatives and friends being blown
to bits, when someone’s roommate
stirs up a rather interesting drama.
Not when there is another party to
go to with amazing bottle specials
and the coolest celebrities attending.
Not when we just want to go and
have fun.
No problem, go and have fun;
I fully support it. What I do not
support is the fact that no one seems
to give a damn about anything in
this world anymore. Maybe about 10
percent of Baruch’s freshman class is
concerning themselves with things
such as culture, respect, knowledge,
answers and a bright future. I only
hope that I am wrong about my
statistics, but I cannot help but
notice that everyone just gave up
on asking what life is really about,
and trying to answer that question.
The saddest thing is that very few
will read this article and actually feel
and understand what I am trying to
convey. I only wish the best to those
that don’t.
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Business
Clearing the credit default swap
BY ALICE FONG
BUSINESS EDITOR

On October 20, the Mitsui &
Company invited Dirk Pruis, president of ICE Trust US, to Baruch
College to speak to students about
credit default swaps, in an event
called “Credit Derivatives: Reducing Risks and Enhancing Transparency.” Pruis covered the history
and practice of ICE credit default
swap (CDS) clearing.
ICE Trust is the CDS clearinghouse of IntercontinentalExchange Inc. A clearinghouse is a
company that provides settlements
services for financial transactions.
It serves as a central party, which
receives money from the payer
and transfers that money to the
payee. The CDS is “A single point of
contact from a legal perspective,”
said Pruis. As the president of ICE
Trust, Pruis oversees technology
operations and financial functions
at the clearinghouse.
ICE has three regulated exchanges in different countries
and five regulated clearinghouses.
“We’ve become one of the largest
exchange and clearinghouse operators in the world,” said Pruis.
A CDS offers default insurance
on certain types of bonds and
loans. “It is the way to strip out
the default risk in the bond,” said
Pruis. The buyer of CDS protection
pays a quarterly premium to the
seller of protection in return for a
payout should the issuer of credit
default.
Over-the-counter (OTC) CDS
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Dirk Pruis (right) of ICE Trust explains the history and practice of the CDS clearinghouse.
contracts can be traded for speculative investments. In this sense, it
is different from insurance. “The
key difference between an insurance and a CDS contract has become its regulation and its tradeability,” said Pruis, “there has been
tremendous growth in the [CDS]
market, particularly over the last
three or four years.”
A consortium of banks, ex-

changes, and interdealer brokers,
through a company called The
Clearing Corporation, started the
modern day clearinghouse. The
Clearing Corporation was associated with the Chicago Board of
Trade, the first futures exchange
formed in the United States in the
mid-1800s. Futures exchanges allowed people to buy specific quantities of goods or financial instru-

ments at a price sometime in the
future.
During the end of 2006, investment banks, inter-dealer brokers,
and an exchange started to refocus
the clearinghouse function on the
CDS market. The banks created a
legal framework as a method of dispute resolution. They standardized
how a credit event is determined,
and what qualified as a default. In

2008, the International Swaps and
Derivatives Association (ISDA) adopted this legal framework.
The collapse of Lehman Brothers Inc., a financial services firm,
prompted banks and regulators
to consider drastic measures to
launch a clearing facility. The
Clearing Corporation applied to
become a limited purpose bank in
New York State to enable the Federal Reserve Bank of New York’s
regulation.
The consortium of banks chose
ICE Trust to adopt The Clearing
Corporation’s operations. ICE
Trust was subject to regulatory
scrutiny. “There were five agencies that showed up … we had
anywhere from half a day to a full
day of presentations…on how this
clearinghouse was going to work,”
said Pruis. The company was also
under independent review of their
risk models by academics from
Columbia University and New
York University. ICE Trust was approved in March by federal and
state banking boards.
ICE Trust is a limited purpose
trust bank chartered in the State
of New York. It is a member of the
Federal Reserve System, and its
primary regulators are the Federal
Reserve and the New York State
Banking Department.
Currently, CME Group is ICE
Trust’s main competitor in North
America, and Eurex is the company’s main competitor in Europe.
ICE Trust has cleared $2.4 million
in the United States.

Professor decodes technical analysis
BY EUGENE GOYFMAN AND LUIS SUED
CONTRIBUTING WRITER AND BUSINESS EDITOR

On Thursday, October 23, Baruch College’s Wall Street Club hosted an introductory lecture to the legendary “Japanese Candlesticks Method.” Baruch College Professor
Bruce Kamich, an expert in technical analysis, talked to students about the history of
the candlesticks method and its importance
in predicting changes in market prices.
Professor Kamich began the workshop by
explaining the different types of charts technicians look at and the relevancy of technical analysis when analyzing movements in
prices. Kamich said that neither technical
nor fundamental analyses are guaranteed.
“Nothing on Wall Street is guaranteed,
and none of these approaches are foolproof,” he said.
The Japanese candlesticks
method shows the highs and
lows of daily securities prices,
during a given period of time.
Market technicians read and
use candlesticks to try to predict reversals in the price of
securities (such as stocks) in
the markets.
According to Kamich, “you
can use it on anything that
moves.” Technicians have
identified several candlestick
patterns that may tip the investor as to which direction
the movement of a security
might be headed.
According to Kamich,
whenever you buy or sell
EMQTRADING.COM
something, you can have five
Features
of
the
Japanese
candlesticks
method
in
a
graph.
outcomes. Those are a small
loss, a small gain, scratch (no
method and mentioned that Steve Nison, a
gain), large loss and a large gain. The speakBaruch alumnus, introduced this method to
er stated that when many transactions take
the U.S. in the 1970s. Kamich stated that “to
place, small losses, small gains and scratches
the Japanese, the essence of trading is the
tend to even out. Technical analysis assists
relationship between the open [price] and
in limiting large losses.
close [price].” In addition to the open and
Kamich provided an overview of the hisclosing prices, the Japanese essentially look
tory of the Japanese candlesticks analysis
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Professor Bruce Kamich spoke to Baruch students on technical analysis and explained related terminology.
at two additional elements while analyzing
prices. Those are the high and low prices of
the day.
Furthermore, the professor talked about
how technicians can predict reversals in
prices and stated that, like in real estate,
reversals are all about “location, location,
location.” Technicians need to find out patterns in the values at hand in order to determine highs and lows.
Students asked questions regarding the
relevancy of technical analysis today. Kamich said that the method has been around for
over 129 years and it still works. According to
the professor, individuals learn the technical
tools in candlesticks analysis, but “won’t ap-

ply them the same way.” It is implied that the
method is not a zero-sum game. Gains will
not be dispersed if more technical analysts
use the candlesticks method. When students
asked Kamich about how one achieves proficiency in applying technical analysis, the
professor said “experience; the more you do
it, the better you will get at it.” Kamich also
talked about the steps required to become a
chartered market technician (CMT).
The professor said that there are over
3,000 chartered market technicians around
the world. Baruch College holds the largest
collection of technical analysis books on the
fourth floor in the Newman Library.
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Start work abroad

Career Corner:

BY MICHAEL FERRARI

HONESTY IN THE JOB HUNT

ASSISTANT BUSINESS EDITOR

On Thursday, Oct. 22nd, the
Weissman Center for International
Business held the Work Abroad
Fair with different organizations
that provided information about
their programs and destinations.
AIESEC USA, CDS International, Inter Exchange, Masa Israel,
Cross-Cultural Solutions, FrenchAmerican Chamber of Commerce,
and the Charles Rangel International Affairs Program were the
seven organizations that attended
the event.
Zoie Blackwood, the Work
Abroad coordinator, stressed the
importance of students working
abroad. Blackwood said, “I encourage all students to work abroad
whether you are a business major
or a liberal arts major because it
adds dynamism to your overall degree.”
On average, 20 to 25 students
per year actually go through with
the process and work abroad. Students should usually begin the process of looking for an internship,
visas, and paper work about a semester before.
“Some of the work abroad op-

portunities are very useful for the
future. My work abroad opportunity lead me to the career that I have
right now,” said Tami Shaloum, a
representative for InterExchange.
The Charles B. Rangel International Affairs Program offers a sixweek summer program designed
to provide students with a deeper
appreciation of current issues and
trends in international affairs. The
program takes place at Howard
University in Washington D.C. The
program gives students insight into
the foreign policy decision-making
process and international affairs
careers, while at the same time introducing them to a wide range of
professionals.
Julia Socha, a sophomore at
Baruch College, worked abroad in
Xi’An, China and taught English to
young students. When asked about
her experience abroad, Socha said,
“I developed self growth and professional growth. I was put into an
unfamiliar position that I had to
learn to adapt to.”
Socha said, “I would recommend other students to work
abroad because you become culturally aware and celebrate cultural
diversity.”

DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER

Students learn about work abroad opportunities at the fair.

BY GABRIEL GARNICA, J.D.
SCDC CORRESPONDENT

The phrase “honesty is the best
policy” is generally true in the job
hunting process. There is no room
for deception on resumes, cover
letters or job interviews. Here are
a few tips for keeping your conscience clean while on the hunt.
The Resume and Interview:
Connected Steps to a Goal
Many job seekers approach
the resume and interview process
with a passive attitude, thinking
that finding the right position
means preparing a resume and
cover letter and letting the chips
fall where they may. This strategy
usually relies on favorable — and
lucky — resume and interview results.
These reactive jobseekers
do their best to craft beautiful
resumes and cover letters that
highlight what makes them appear unique and qualified and focus on impressing the employer.
While a good start, this approach
falls short for two main reasons:
One should craft documents
with one eye on self-reflective
evaluation and the other on
matching one’s skill set to the potential employer’s needs. A good
motorist does not merely focus
on driving correctly but also driving in the right direction. There is
nothing impressive about driving well to the wrong destination.
This is why the insightful jobseeker looks for a match between the
company and the skills he or she
is bringing to it.
Approaching the resume without thinking of the interview, or
of the job, is unwise. The resume

and interview are not two separate hurdles to overcome, but
should rather compliment each
other. So, use the resume as a
springboard to an effective interview and use the interview as a
great opportunity to set yourself
apart from the crowd.
Reactive and Proactive Honesty
As the terms imply, reactive
and proactive are about accurately expressing concerns, opinions
and plans in reaction to questions. They should be kept in consideration when responding to
employers’ questions. Interviewing is an impossible process to
avoid, yet can be a valuable tool
for the jobseeker, because the exchange of information between
the interviewer and the interviewee can be educational.
However, sometimes a jobseeker’s lack of knowledge regarding the position they are seeking,
the employer and industry of
their interest may be revealed
during an interview. Employers
expect serious applicants to do
their homework by being prepared with thoughtful, constructive and revealing questions that
will demonstrate how eager they
are to land the job or internship.
The differences between “proactive” and “reactive” are simple
to understand. When being proactively honest, take the initiative to research your prospective
employer, and bring that enthusiasm to the interview. When
being reactive, be prepared to
accurately and honestly answer
an interviewer’s questions using
your research into the job, and

the company.
How to Craft Proactive and
Reactive Honesty
Once you realize the importance of demonstrating these concepts in your job search, developing them is a simple process.
Research your potential employer as thoroughly as possible
to gain a firm idea of the company’s history, mission, areas of involvement, innovative programs,
contributions and achievements,
and goals for future growth. This is
the proactive concept.
Identify those findings that
resonate the most with you and
which you are most sincerely
drawn to and curious about. This
is the honest part.
Formulate thoughtful and
constructive questions and comments about these areas, and be
prepared with follow up comments or questions if necessary.
Use these questions and comments during the job interview
when the opportunity naturally
arises. Reading them off a card
seems insincere. This is where you
create the potential to be reactive.
Practice asking these questions and making these comments
in front of a mirror, to friends or
family, or even on a tape recorder
to see how they might sound to a
third party.
Conclusion
It’s your job search, and these
tips should help you bridge the
gap between resume and interview. Don’t be afraid to ask for
help. The Starr Career Development Center in NVC 2-150 is here
to help you every step of the way.
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Features
Debate about gay studies comes to Baruch
BY SOPHIA KARATHANASIS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As college tuition prices rise
and the competitive job market
demands a more specialized workforce, more students are forced
to weigh the differences between
practical, job-applicable courses
like finance or computer science
and more liberal, enlightening humanities courses.
This real-world practicality
comes into play as more and more
colleges debate the long-term value
of including gay studies programs
in the college curriculum.
The topic surfaced in June when
Harvard University announced its
endowed professorship in lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender studies.
As reported in the Boston Globe,
Evelyn Hammonds, Harvard’s newly appointed openly gay dean, regarded the new professorship as an
example of “how far we have come
as a community. It will advance our
knowledge in this discipline and
transmit LGBT history to our undergraduates for years to come.”
Hammonds’ statement coincided with recent landmark events
affecting the nation’s gay population: the passing of Proposition 8,
which restricted same-sex marriage in the state of California, and
the LGBT National Equality March,
which took place earlier this month
in Washington D.C.
Springing from 1970s liberalism, San Francisco State University
became one of the first colleges to
offer LGBT courses.
Other colleges, like the University of Michigan, the University
of California, Berkeley and even
roman-catholic Depaul University, diversified their curricula with
LGBT studies programs. Closer to
home, CUNY cemented itself as a
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Although Baruch harbors a more conservative atmosphere, some believe a gay studies program should be established.
pioneer in the study of the LGBT
community in 1991 by establishing the Center for Lesbian and
Gay Studies (CLAGS), a universitybased research center that is “generally considered the first in the
United States to establish a graduate program dedicated to LGBT
studies,” according to Alyssa Nitchun, development director of the
program.
This makes students and faculty
wonder whether Baruch should
be the next college to follow this
recent academic trend, given its
diverse student population and its
proximity to Chelsea, Manhattan’s
gay Mecca.
“A gay studies program would
bridge the gap of understanding

between gay and straight populations,” said Anthropology Professor Shea McManus. “As LGBT individuals become more and more
visible in mainstream culture it’s
increasingly significant to prepare
students to demonstrate greater insight and empathy to this marginalized community.”
The need for more tolerant attitudes toward gays is still a pressing
issue. Recently, a report released by
the American Civil Liberties Union
stated that more than 30 percent of
LGBT workers have experienced
some form of discrimination in the
workplace.
For Professor Vilna Bashi Treitler of the Black and Hispanic
Studies Department, these chronic

issues of discrimination and inequality serve as solid reasons to
implement a gay studies curriculum at the college.
“Baruch wants to be known for
more than just business; it wants
to enlighten students and create
scholarship about injustice and inequality, and teach a proper valuation of all human beings,” she said.
Whether Baruch students, who
study in a conservative business
atmosphere, would respond favorably to LGBT-themed courses is
doubted among some students.
Hector Tavarez, President of Baruch’s Gay, Lesbian, and Straight
Society believes that a gay studies
program at the college will not interest the general student body.

“Students especially in Baruch
College are business-minded,
meaning that they are only focused
on making money and being able
to live a good life,” he said. “If any
subject is not business oriented,
students in general will not be interested. Which is a shame.”
Finance major and junior Jimmy
Carr agrees.
“Colleges waste enough money
funding useless courses, and adding something like a gay studies
program would only make colleges
seem less credible and less focused
on preparing students for the workforce.”
Gay studies programs have
been reevaluated in light of the
current economic hardships facing
colleges across the nation.
According to the Los Angeles
Times and other news outlets, the
financial crisis hitting University
of California campuses has forced
budget prioritization by targeting
LGBT studies programs for major
cuts.
Still, other Baruch students see
value in such courses.
“My business courses are often
too concrete and too confining. I
feel like courses such as those dealing with gay issues would help me
to think outside the box a little bit,”
said Michelle Kim, a junior accounting major.
Others find the study of the
LGBT community applicable to the
workplace.
“Gays and lesbians are a fascinating minority in our society and
should be paid close attention to,”
said marketing major Natasha Yeschenko. “Especially when learning to market to gays and lesbians
as a separate consumer niche, it
becomes increasingly important in
business.”

Baruch students comment on having a gay studies program in school
“It would enlighten
some people but [others]
might protest agaist it. People in the city have open
views,”

“I think it’s a positive
thing because it would
open people’s minds and
let them see the view of
others,”

-Ismael Syed, business
major, Freshman

-Loren Arias, marketing
major, Senior

“It would teach people
about the life a homosexual
person has to go through,”

“If the majority of people believe that we should
add a gay studies program
then I support it,”

-Carolina Julian, psychology , Sophomore

-Joshua Shnayer, finance
and investments Senior

Having a green but not so mean Halloween
BY LISA FRASER
FEATURES EDITOR

As Hallows Eve looms over the
weekly horizon, many are working
towards making the holiday more
environmentally friendly.
More people are channeling
their “green” conscience and conjuring up alternative ways to enjoy
the usual rituals such as costume
parties, trick-or-treating, bar hopping.
In the last few years, websites
from all corners of the Internet
have been offering ideas on how to
spend a green Halloween. But with
it only one week away, here are
some ways that you can quickly be
motivated to celebrate in the spirit
of sustainability.
Donate your costumes
As you cast aside last year’s wolf
mask or the 1960s-inspired hippy
outfit, think twice before you decide to throw it all away. Instead,
pass it on to a family member,
friend, thrift store or organization

dles or use real pumpkins instead
of plastic.

that collects unwanted costumes.
You’ll probably make someone’s
Halloween better all in the spirit of
(green) giving.
Make your own
Many of you might not have a sewing machine, or the time left to create a costume masterpiece, but it’s
worth considering even for next
year as it offers a chance to express
individuality and eccentricity.
You also don’t have to buy materials if you have some lying around at
home.
Take the subway
New Yorkers are already ahead
of the game when it comes to celebrating Halloween the green way.
During the holiday, weekend trains
are packed with riders clad in costumes ranging from scary to downright ridiculous.
If you ended up forking out $50
for your costume at Ricky’s or Halloween Adventure, you can at least
redeem yourself by hopping a few
stops to your destination.
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In recent years green themes of Halloween have become more popular.
Give green treats
If you plan to stay home, consider
handing out organic lollipops,
cookies, or dried fruit snacks to the
occasional trick-or-treaters. If you
plan to go trick-or-treating, carry a
reusable bag to collect treats.

Adapt a green theme
Sustainability is in so if you do buy
a costume or decide to make one,
consider putting a “green” spin on
it. Common are Captain Planet or
Demeter, goddess of the harvest.
Decorate with solar lights, soy can-

Host a green party
How, you might ask. But you already have the answer — Facebook
and texting. These two methods
are definitive green ways to invite
friends and family to a costume
shindig. Also, skip the plastic, disposable wares and break out the
china.
Half the room won’t notice anyway with the fog machine and dim
lights, that your plates and cups
aren’t with the Halloween theme.
You can also choose to skip the
plastic forks even though you’ll
then have to wash.
Though it might seem like more
work at the end, at least on this day
you’ll feel good that you’ve managed to donate an old costume,
coax your friends into hopping on
the subway, break out the glutenfree treats to the kids and party
guests and kept it sustainable, twittering and texting away all while reducing your carbon footprint.
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Time to vaccinate the swine
n As swine flu
vaccines come
into the city,
concerns are raised.
BY SABRINA SMITH
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The H1N1 virus, also known as
swine flu, has made a debut that
no one was looking forward to, affecting the lives of individuals on a
national scale.
The epidemic has caught the
attention of CUNY, as flyers are
posted everywhere promoting flu
prevention. Hand sanitizer dispensers have also appeared, authorized by the Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene. New York
Magazine described the swine flu
as something that “seemed to be
out of the blue.”
On Sept. 15th, the U.S Food and
Drug Administration announced
the approval of the H1N1 flu vaccination. In the coming months, two
million doses of the vaccine will arrive in the city, according to a press
release on the nyc.gov website.
According to the Center for
Disease Control website, the injection form contains the dead virus
and the nasal spray form contains
a weakened, live form of the virus.
According to Patricia El-Hinnawy,
a member of the FDA’s Office of
Public Affairs, the swine vaccination is not new.
It has been used for decades to
treat seasonal flu. However, changes have been made to the strains
of the virus used in the vaccine to
“match what needs to be treated.”

MICHELLE CRUZ | THE TICKER

The swine flu vaccine is causing concern and doubt among some people.
Health professionals target
people aged 24-64 for vaccination
because they are more vulnerable
to the disease. As many college
students fit into this range, recent
reports are causing even more concern. According to The Daily News,
an incident at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York, recently stirred up uneasiness.
Beer pong, the popular drinking game, was blamed for spreading the H1N1 virus among several
students in one weekend. The university has banned the game, and

infected students were isolated to
prevent more cases.
“I feel as though students who
participate in such consequential
activities can only create a problem
for themselves,” said Baruch sophomore Michelle Hamilton. “Not only
are you affecting the people around
you, but you are also putting the
school community at risk.”
Swine flu cases on college campuses are not uncommon. Students are often seen taking steps
to prevent its spread by using hand
sanitizer, but whether they will get

vaccinated for the virus remains
unknown. Although some consider
the swine vaccination to be heavensent, there are skeptics. According
to The New York Times, “anti-vaccinators,” or people against receiving the vaccine, are confused over
how the vaccine is made and hold
on to the idea that the vaccine will
be more damaging than swine influenza.The CDC reported that vaccines are developed “in accordance
with the highest levels of safety.”
However, vaccines react differently
for individuals and there is “no way

to predict the reaction of a specific
person to a particular vaccine.”
A press release supplied by ElHinnawy, reported that for the injected vaccine, the common side
effect will be soreness at the injection site. Other effects include mild
fever, body aches and fatigue.
El-Hinnawy said that the distribution of the vaccine is documented under the Vaccine Adverse
Event Reporting System, a standard
established under the FDA and
CDC, that collects reports from the
public on adverse events associated with vaccines licensed in the
United States.Still, some remain
doubtful.
“The swine flu is a conspiracy,”
said junior Marvin Verna. “I think
epidemics are used as a source of
control, to put the fear in people,”
he said. “The vaccine contains mercury [which is a threatening substance] and people think that it’s efficient when in reality they can get
[more] sick from the vaccine than
from the epidemic itself.”
However, El-Hinnawy expressed
confidence. “[We] here at FDA think
that the vaccine is safe and effective,” she said. “We support CDC’s
efforts to get people vaccinated
and we also recognize that younger
people are more at risk for this flu,”
she said. “The H1N1 vaccination is
prevention, not a treatment from
the virus, and the purpose is to decrease the number in which people
are getting this flu.”
Regardless of the apprehension,
the CUNY website notes that they
will update the university community on the latest H1N1 developments and encourages campuses
to “remain vigilant in combating
the spread of the influenza.”
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Deathbowl explores life of New York skateboarders
BY STEPHANE YANG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Deathbowl to Downtown is a
documentary about the evolution
of skateboarding in New York City.
Directed and produced by New
York independent filmmakers and
skateboarders Coan “Buddy” Nichols and Rick Charnoski, the film
showcases their experiences in
the city skateboarding lifestyle and
sub-culture.
The documentary is comprised
of accounts and exclusive interviews with Jaime Affournado, Aron,
Chappy, Jerold Kayden, Jay Maldonaldo and the late Andy Kessler.
The film also features never-beforeseen video footage from the early
‘70s, ‘80s and ‘90s.
As the documentary shows,
skateboarding was first created by
Californian surfers who became
frustrated with the waves they
were riding and decided to make
the first skateboard with old rollerskate wheels and a 2-by-4 piece of
wood. This allowed them to ride the
“waves” of concrete, which never
had bad days. Skateboarding then
transitioned from California to the
busy streets of New York City, where
it has evolved its own style.
Skaters would come from New
Jersey and Connecticut and congregate in New York City, where
they would meet up and skate together throughout the day. To these
kids, skateboarding in the early ‘70s
and ‘80s was as much a physical
and emotional outlet as it was a
thrill. They sped through the streets
on nothing but four wheels, weaving in and out of traffic.
Rodney Smith, one of the skat-

SKATEBOARD.TRANSWORLD.NET

The newly released documentary by Coan “Buddy” Nichols and Rick Charnoski, explores the history of New York skateboarding.
ers featured in the movie, created
one of the most influential skateboard companies to ever come out
of New York — Shut Skateboards.
When Smith opened his company,
all the skateboard companies were

located in California and all the
best riders came from California,
so the creation of Shut Skateboards
took the world by storm.
At that time, they did not get
sponsorships from any company;

they skated just to skate, and stayed
up all night, roaming together to
look for new spots.
Shut Skateboards eventually
closed down, but that wasn’t the
end for Rodney Smith. After a little

break, he and two other friends,
Adam Schatz and Eli Morgan
Gesner, went on to create Zoo York
Skateboards. They believed that
New York needed an identity and
got together to create one.
Deathbowl to Downtown does a
good job of focusing on how skateboarding in New York City came to
be. Interviews with Andy Kessler,
Lance Mountain and other veteran
skateboarders allowed the filmmakers to piece history together for
the public.
Since the skateboarding industry and its media have been
predominantly on the West Coast,
Nichols and Charnoski account
for it by interviewing professional
skaters from both the East and West
Coasts.
Big Love actress and modern
fashion icon Chloë Sevigny narrates
the film. In choosing an actress that
the hipster set can identify with,
the filmmakers have made it clear
that they did not want to focus on
the idea of skateboarding as a rebellious activity. They focus on how
skateboarding brought together a
community of kids from all over the
tri-state area and has become more
widely accepted and “hip.”
The documentary is directed
beautifully, capturing the essence
of the skateboarding culture, its
evolution and the drive and love
that kids had and still have for skating. Nichols and Charnoski are the
perfect pair to create Deathbowl to
Downtown, as both are New York
City natives who grew up skating
and being misunderstood. That is
the main goal of the film — to educate non-skaters on the skateboarding culture and its true history.

The Wild Things live up to their reputation
BY KERRI JAREMA AND LAUREN
YOUNG
ARTS EDITOR AND CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The much-anticipated film
adaptation of Maurice Sendak’s
Where the Wild Things Are, released
on Oct. 16th, deviates from the
cheerful children’s book and offers audiences a raw, dramatic and
emotional film.
Spike Jonze’s creation finally
saw the light of day after being put
off for six years by Warner Bros. Pictures — a fact that is not exactly surprising after seeing the film. While
it does have the humor, love and
compassion that most children’s
movies contain, it also features violent dirt clod wars, a lot of hurt feelings and even the dismemberment
of one of the creature’s arms.
Sendak’s story, which is only
nine sentences long, was made into
101-minute-long film. “Where the
Wild Things Are” tells the story of
a rowdy nine-year-old boy named
Max, played by newcomer Max Records. Max is going through a lot of
adolescent struggles. His mother is
dating again and his older sister has
become distant.
While it is not explicitly stated
that Max’s parents went through a
divorce, it is simple for the adults in
the audience to infer this. Although
it was Jonze’s intention to leave
Max’s father out of the film entirely,
it may have helped to include a few
scenes of Max with his father to
make the divorce aspect more clear
to the audience and to help viewers
understand the strong connection
that Max is supposed to have with

his father.
The film’s true insight comes
from Max, the sole focus of the film.
Brief scenes with Catherine Keener
as Max’s sweet and emotionally resilient mother and Mark Ruffalo as
her geeky boyfriend who disagrees
with Max’s behavior give a background to Max’s emotional outbursts and create some of the most
poignant moments in the film.
Jonze co-wrote the screenplay
with David Eggers, author of The
Wild Things, a 2009 novel inspired
by the original children’s classic.
Together, they incorporated familiar lines from the book as a way to
stay faithful to the original spirit
of the story. Adapting many of the
other climactic scenes, including
Max’s journey to the island of creatures, did not seem to be a challenge for Jonze and Eggers.
After Max’s mother becomes
frustrated by his outbursts, he runs
away from home and finds a boat.
When Max meets the creatures, the
film begins to take off. Using only
minimal amounts of CGI, Jonze
used remote-controlled puppet
suits with animatronic heads to
bring the creatures to life. By giving them names in the film, rather
than keeping them unidentified,
the audience is able to better connect with the amusing and lovable
creatures as Max befriends their
dysfunctional family.
Max becomes particularly close
to Carol, voiced by James Gandolfini of The Sopranos.
Carol is seemingly bipolar, going from moments of stirring happiness to extremely violent uproars.

Carol’s personality is made to mirror Max’s own rage and childlike
behavior. The scenes with Carol
and Max are written beautifully and
truly encapsulate the bond of a boy
and his imaginary friend.
Carol wants nothing but to keep
his unconventional family together
and seems to become most angry
when he sees it falling apart. K.W.,
one of the other creatures in the
family, fuels his rage the most, as
there is a not-quite-fleshed-out sub
plot of a possible romance between
the two. When she tries to add two
more members to the family, Carol
stands against her plan.
The audience sympathizes with
and cares for Max and all of the
creatures. A stellar group of actors
voice the creatures, including Catherine O’Hara, Forest Whitaker, Paul
Dano, Michael Berry Jr. and Chris
Cooper.
Max’s range of emotions is what
carries the film. The audience is given a breath-taking performance by
Records. There has not been such a
superb performance by a child actor since Dakota Fanning’s role in I
Am Sam.
Themes of hope and love permeate the film as Max lives, learns
and finally says goodbye to the
creatures he has grown to love. The
film stayed true to the spirit of the
book while extending the storyline
into an epic tale of friendship and
family. By exploring the wild imagination and over-wrought emotions
of a child, the mostly adult audience can learn a lot about themselves — and let their inner “wild
thing” free.

STARPULSE.COM

Max Records gives a stand-out performance as Max in Where the Wild Things Are .
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Science
iKnow:
Can poison gas save lives? Using Adobe’s

FHCRC.ORG

Dr. Mark Roth hopes that hydrogen sulfide, a toxic gas, will save people suffering from life threatning conditions from death.
BY ALEXEY KUSHNEROV
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Biologist Mark Roth at Fred
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center is perfecting the use of a poison
that could potentially save thousands of lives. Though the toxin, hydrogen sulfide, is extremely deadly
—doses as small as an ounce can
kill dozens of people — it can potentially put a person in a suspended state when used in minute
amounts. Roth hopes that the toxin
will create an extra window of time
for doctors to save a patient from
life-threatening conditions.
Roth’s studies showed that mice
that suffered heart attacks and

were given hydrogen sulfide, cells
suffered 72 percent less damage
than mice that suffered heart attacks and were given no treatment.
Currently, trials to test the safety
of sodium sulfides in humans are
already under way in Canada and
Australia. However, Roth is still
working on the perfect injection
to generate the same amazing suspended animation seen in mice for
larger animals. In a CNN interview,
Roth said, “I really don’t know how
far this could go and whether it will
work on people.”
Roth first conceived of using
hydrogen sulfide to treat patients
when he recognized the damage
oxygen could do in the human

body. In a CNN interview, Roth
said, “While it’s true [people] need
oxygen to live, it’s also a toxin.” According to Roth, a sharp decline of
oxygen, like during a heart attack or
major blood loss, causes a chain reaction which results in irreversible
damage to your vital organs and
brain. Oxygen substitutes, like hydrogen sulfide, help prevent these
damaging reactions from taking
place.
Initially, Roth experimented
with fish embryos by draining the
oxygen from their cells and re-introducing it the following day. The
embryos didn’t die but stopped
growing and then recommenced
when oxygen levels returned to

normal with no damage. Roth continued his experiment on fruit flies.
When he drained them of oxygen,
the fruit flies fell to the bottom of the
container and seemed to be dead.
After a couple of hours, he returned
fresh air to them and they astonishingly came back to life. The results
of the study convinced Roth of the
potential for suspended animation.
All he needed was something to
take oxygen out of the picture.
Roth then began draining oxygen from mice and introducing
hydrogen sulfide. Their breathing
rates sank from 120 to 10 breaths
per minute and their temperatures
fell from 37 degrees Celsius to 2
degrees Celsius. They were able to
survive up to six hours and be reanimated through oxygen injection
with no damage.
There are a number of obstacles
for Roth to create the same suspended animation in larger animals, like
swine. Roth has created an injectable form of sodium sulfide, which
dissolves in the blood stream and
becomes hydrogen sulfide. However, David Lefer, a researcher and
cardiothoracic surgeon at Emory
University, said in a CNN interview,
“The failures with larger animals
have been a great disappointment.
To make this effective for humans
may take a combination of sodium
sulfide and additional agents.”
Roth is a winner of the MacArthur Genius Grant for his research
into suspended animation. The
grant has helped him accumulate
more than 600 million worth of
venture capital funding for Ikaria,
the company he co-founded.
Currently, DARPA, the Defense Advanced Research Projects
Research Agency, funds Roth’s
research. Suspended animation
could potentially keep soldiers suffering from catastrophic blood loss
alive on the battlefield and reduce
casualties.

City tests Zumbox paperless mail

ZUMBOX.COM

Zumbox paperless mailing service consolidates information from many entities that may otherwise prove to be overwhelming..
BY STEVE GUTTBINDER
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

New York City has just signed a
deal with Zumbox, a new service
that allows users to receive letters
electronically with their home or
work address. Using Zumbox, messages can be electronically sent
to an actual street address rather

than an e-mail. This deal is part of
Mayor Bloomberg’s push to launch
new technological initiatives that
will reduce New York City’s carbon
footprint and run the city more efficiently.
The deal is currently the largest pilot testing of Zumbox. “Often, when it comes to adopting
new technology, governments

lag behind the private sector and
even the casual consumer because
they are unwilling or unable to try
something new and change the
way things have always been done.
That’s small-minded thinking,” said
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, according to a press release. “In serving the public, government should
constantly be looking for new and

better ways to provide information
and services. The City’s pilot program with Zumbox will give us yet
another means to get information
to New Yorkers.”
Upon a user’s first login, Zumbox
will physically mail users a security
code to confirm their addresses.
Once users receive the code, they
get full access to Zumbox’s services. While the pilot program in New
York City will be the largest test of
Zumbox’s service, it has also been
rolled out in San Francisco, Calif.
and Newark, N.J.
Zumbox does not charge any
municipality for using the service
and promises to dramatically reduce mailing and processing costs.
The city will be able to implement
this technology in local city agencies that send permits, bills, public notices, newsletters and other
important updates. Since Zumbox
relies on a physical address, messages can be targeted to specific
neighborhoods and ZIP codes.
Users’ Zumbox inboxes will
contain information about city
agencies and announcements from
initiatives like greenNYC. Zumbox
consolidates information from
multiple entities that may otherwise prove to be overwhelming.
Zumbox revenues comes from
sending its users advertisements,
which are shown in a special tab
that is separate from the inbox.
New York residents can currenty
sign up to use the service for free at
www.zumbox.com

Software Suite
BY STEVE GUTTBINDER
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Multiple software programs
made by Adobe Systems have become industry standards and are
used in consumers’ everyday lives.
While many people have heard of
the programs included in Adobes
Creative Suite, many do not know
exactly what they do. Here is a rundown of the programs.
Photoshop
Photoshop is a graphics-editing
program that enables users to alter
and manipulate images. Users can
quickly and easily reshape images
using common features such as
layering, masking, cropping and
background transparency. Advanced users can create web banners and images for websites as
well as retouch photos by removing
blemishes and adjusting a person’s
physical figure. Although Photoshop has certain tools that can
adjust animated graphics, vectorediting programs like Illustrator are
better suited to handle such a task.
Illustrator
Illustrator is a vector graphics
editor, which means it edits pixels.
In contrast, Photoshop is a bitmap
editor. Vector editing is commonly
used in graphic design, typography
and the creation of logos. These
arts often deal with animations featuring sharp edges that may lose
quality if edited in a bitmap editor. Illustrator keeps edges smooth
when images are manipulated and
enlarged. Such
images
are
used in projects that are put
into print including: t-shirt
designs, website branding
and distributed
STEVE GUTTBINDER
logos.
Flash
Flash is a multimedia platform
editor that enables developers to
create and display predominantly
Internet-bound interactive content.
Flash files are multiple “chapters” of
a “movie” that allows users to interact with it and sometimes navigate
its content, usually through appealing transitions.
Dreamweaver
Dreamweaver is a web development application that enables users
to create websites. Dreamweaver
uses the What You See Is What You
Get (WYSIWYG) style of web design
in which you can assemble a website based on template designs. Although users do not need to know
how to write any code to create a
website, Dreamweaver also allows
users to code in HTML, ASP, ColdFusion, JavaScript and VisualBasic
InDesign
InDesign is a desktop publishing
software application that enables
users to create professional layouts
used in fliers, pamphlets, newspapers and other publications. InDesign allows users to place images,
link text boxes and organize large
projects such as yearbooks.
Acrobat
Acrobat Professional is a program that enables users to manipulate, edit and add content to PDF
files as opposed to just viewing
them in Adobe Reader.
Please send comments, question and
suggestions to Steve at sguttbinder@
theticker.org
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Evolving one cell of E.coli at a time
BY HSI CHAN
SCIENCE EDITOR

In 1988, microbiologist Richard
Lenski began researching a single
cell of a bacteria commonly found
in the gut called Escherichia coli.
Now, more than 20 years and
more than 44, 000 generations of
E. coli later, Lenski and his team
of researchers are catching rare
glimpses of the types of genetic
changes organisms undergo during
evolution.
In a paper published in the
journal Nature, the researchers
found that beneficial mutations of
E. coli were more stable over 20,000
(20K) generations than neutral
mutations. Sequencing genomes
of E. coli from 2,000 to 40,000
generations, the researchers found
that mutation rates and fitness
levels, which describes the ability
of organism to survive and pass on
its genes, increased linearly every
generation.
However, the number of genetic
mutations spiked from 45 to 653
between generation 20,000 and
generation 40,000. Many of these
later mutations, unlike the early
ones, appeared to have no benefits
for the E. coli.
“The genome was evolving along
at a surprisingly constant rate, even
as the adaptation of the bacteria
slowed down,” Lenski noted in
the paper. “But then suddenly the
mutation rate jumped way up, and
a new dynamic relationship was
established.”
At first glance, some mutations
seem to do little to increase the
survival of E. coli. However, Lenski
argues that populations of E. coli
with these seemingly neutral
mutations of the genes evolved an

WIKIMEDIA.ORG

Richard Lenski is a microbiologist at Michigan State University who has been studying evolution and genomic mutations of Escherichia coli since 1989.
elevated mutation rate.
In the past 20 years, Lenski’s E.
coli have undergone a number of
significant mutations. Last year,
Lenski discovered that one of the
12 lines of E. coli in the 31,000
generation suddenly developed
the ability to utilize a chemical
in its environment called citrate.
Previously, one of E. coli’s defining
characteristics was its inability to

use citrate for energy. After checking
the genomes of E. coli from prior
generations, Lenski discovered that
a previous mutation was required
to prime the E. coli for the mutation
to metabolize citrate. In addition,
they have evolved physically. Not
only has the rate of E. coli growth
increased 75 percent, the E. coli are
also twice as big as its ancestors.
However,
in
his
paper,

Lenski warns that “the coupling
between genomic and adaptive
evolution is complex and can be
counterintuitive even in a constant
environment.”
Gene mutations in human
DNA can lead to cancer. “Cancer
progression is a fundamentally
similar evolutionary process [to
E. coli mutation],” said Jeffery
Barrick, a postdoctoral student

who collaborated with Lenski, in
a prepared statement. “So what
we learn here can help us better
understand the course of these
diseases.”
Lenski’s E. coli experiment,
one of the largest and most
comprehensive
studies
on
evolution in the world, continues
on , providing researchers a glimpse
of the evolutionary process.
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Lifestyles

Latino fever heats up the stage

DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER

BY SPENCE PACKER
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

To close Latino Heritage Month,
the second annual Fiebre Latina
Fashion show was held in Mason
Hall in Baruch College’s 23rd St.
Building.
Upon entering the hall, viewers were immediately struck by
the calm, celestial atmosphere that
was created. The runway had small
white lights running along the
sides. On the stage on either side of
the runway were large white spherical paper lanterns, which added to
the heavenly feel. The atmosphere
was set, but the auditorium was
less than packed.

The show opened with a slideshow of pictures of the models
wearing different types of clothes,
and makeup. It included beach
scenes and park scenes, as well as
pictures of the models against a
simple white background.
The actual fashion show came
next. Each fashion line throughout
the show was linked to a certain
Zodiac sign. The models displayed
confidence in their faces and their
walk. Even when their friends in the
audience called out their names,
the models did not even flinch or
break their powerful stare. It was
evident their focus had been built
up over months of practice in addition to natural talent.

Alternative Halloween
BY LISA FRASER
FEATURES EDITOR

As Halloween rapidly approaches, the adage of partying in
clubs and bar hopping, while clad
in revealing costumes, takes over
the agenda of the average college
student.
But although these activities
are endowed with good times, the
holiday and the city have a lot more
to offer than just your regular costume party—after all, Halloween is
about the untraditional and unconventional.
Every year around Halloween,
the Circle Line Downtown cruise
company hosts a special three hour
cruise dedicated to those who want
to take their masquerades a little
bit futher. Their “majestic” ZEPHYR luxury yacht transforms into a
raving haunted house on the Hudson, fully equipped with a costume
competition and free appetizers.
But alas, the ZEPHYR comes
with a price tag and an age limit
The cruise costs $47 in advance and
$50 at the door and you must be 21
years or older (sorry freshmen).
What is Halloween without
some fright? That’s where the
haunted houses come in. For the
avid Twilight fans, Nightmare’s
haunted house on 623 Broadway
and Houston Street is immersing itself in the vampire realm. The event
is open until Nov. 7.
Over in Brooklyn at the City
Tech campus, “The Gravesend Inn,”
made by students and faculty of the
CUNY entertainment techonology
program costs only $4 a pop for stu-

dents with ID, conjuring up a good
bang for the buck.
Blood Manor on West 27th
Street is sure to stir up a good scare.
The admission price to the haunted
house ranges from $25 to $40. While
you’re there, say hi to the manager,
James Faro Jr. He’s a graduate of Baruch.
If cemeteries are more your
thing, then consider the GreenWood Cemetary Walk in Greenwood Heights, Brooklyn. The walking tour offered on Halloween and
Nov. 1 takes visitors through the
crypts with “tales of murder, mayhem and ghosts,” according to the
Booklyn Daily Eagle newspaper.
For a more low key experience,
the $24.50 Watson’s Adventures
“Ghosts of Greenwich Village Scavenger Hunt” takes the quintessential sleuth through Greenwich
Village’s haunted homes and graveyards armed with only a flashlight.
It is offered every Friday and Saturday until October 30.
In keeping with the rising trend
of green Halloween celebrations,
Green Halloween NYC, an organization dedicated to “promoting
community over consumtion,” is
hosting a free festival from noon
to 5 pm on Halloween in DiSalvia
Park, Nolita.
So on this Halloween be sure to
take advantage of all the city has
to offer. Club parties will always
be around, and after a while they
get tired. But spending Halloween
investigating an old graveyard will
more than likely leave a lasting,
burning hell of an impression.

In between each scene, there
were intermissions, which were
most likely to give the models
time to change outfits. But these
intermissions were unfortunately
longer than the runway walking.
In between the first two clothing lines there was an impromptu
comedy show. While it got laughs,
the stand-up was quite confusing
within the context of the show.
At another point in the show a
rapper from called Marvelous delivered a 10 to 15 minute rap performance; which like the comedy
was confusing within the fashion
show context. As Marvelous himself mentioned, an auditorium with
people seated is not very conducive

to a rap performance. Marvelous
tried to get the crowd involved, but
his lyrics were hard to hear because
of the sound system. At one point,
he thought a young woman in the
audience was heckling him, but she
was actually shouting out the name
of her favorite rock song. Shortly after, Marvelous hounded a photographer in the front row who was on
his Blackberry.
After Marvelous’ act the runway
show resumed. The Pisces fashion
line, which displayed shiny knee
length, floor length and flowing,
dresses occurred. The female models once again proved their focus
and strutted their stuff in high heels
and hard-to-walk-in outfits.

Next was the male Taurus line.
The men came out in sequined
boxer briefs. The interesting part
about this display was though they
only wore underwear, their heads
were adorned with winter lumberjack hats, which created an interesting dualism.
Some elements of the event
contributed to its status as a serious
fashion show. The many photographers with their flashing cameras,
the skill of the models, the cutting
edge clothing and the runway design aided the show, and the hard
work was evident. But the long wait
between walks, the comedy and
bad rapping detracted from the
show’s strength.

Between the Buns
BY AARON MONTEABARO
OPINIONS EDITOR

Paul’s Da Burger Joint, at 131 2nd
Ave, is the down-to-earth home of
burgers and fries in the now-trendy
East Village.
In obvious defiance of their
surroundings just off of St. Mark’s
Place, the restaurant and the people that inhabit it are a little rough
around the edges, but in a good
way. It actually adds to the appeal
by reassuring us all that there are
still regular people out there. There
is a certain comfort in dining at a
place where the people don’t appear to think they’re better than
you.
The burger was near the top of
the chart: big, juicy and, most importantly, well cooked. As usual, I
ordered rare. The meat was cooked
to perfection, which means it was
rare and not raw. Most people don’t
realize that there is a difference between just browning the edges and
cooking it gently.
On top of that, the meat was
tender. Chewy burgers, one of the
most common follies, are a result of
either improperly ground or poor
quality meat. These burgers are soft
enough that someone with no teeth
could eat them.
The topping combinations are
nearly endless. Bacon and cheese
are the standards. The bacon was
perfectly cooked; smoky, crisp, and
it in no way hindered the burgereating process.
The price is where they seal the
deal. At $6.50 for a bacon cheese-
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Paul’s Da Burger Joint is a down to Earth, rough around the edges burger stop.
burger, or $9.50 if you want fries,
it seems as though they’ve barely
altered the menu since they first
opened their doors as Paul’s Palace
in 1989. A regular beef burger with
no toppings will only run you $4.90.
It’s hard to imagine anything this
good costing so little in Manhattan.
The thick, fluffy and by no
means bad fries serve their purpose
just fine, but for the same amount
of money you could go down the
street to Pommes Frites and give
your arteries a special treat.
Another specialty that might get
overlooked is the home-brewed
iced tea. For those not able to or
not in the mood to wash down their
burgers with an ice-cold beer, this
is some of the finest tea this far
from the South.
There are also other sandwiches,
milkshakes and egg creams for any-

one who still has an appetite after
the meal, though nobody makes an
egg cream like mom used to.
Friendly, up-close and personal
service gives this neighborhood
joint a real edge. With burgers like
these, they don’t need any other
gimmicks. However, the cow statue inside and the larger-than-life
burger on the sidewalk certainly
catch the eye.
The place looks more like a
roadside truck stop than a Manhattan restaurant. While the area
it is tucked away in becomes more
modern and fashionable, this place
is keeping it real.
A sign hangs from the back wall
that says, “This is not Burger King.
You don’t get it your way. You take
it my way or you don’t get the damn
thing.” Well said, as their way works
just fine.
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Baruch can’t kick into gear in last game
BY TIM PETROPOULOS
SPORTS EDITOR

In their second straight double
overtime game, the Bearcats closed
out the season the worst way they
possibly could, with a loss that ruined their chance at the team’s first
perfect CUNY Athletic Conference
record, also dropping them into
second place going into the playoffs.
The only thing that stood in the
way was City Tech, who were fighting for the final CUNYAC playoff
spot with a pre-game record of
3-11 overall and 3-5 in CUNYAC,
on Wednesday night at Met Oval
Stadium.
The highly favored Bearcats lost
on what was the final goal of the
season when Sophomore Hugo Urgilies of City Tech scored on in the
third minute of the second overtime to end the game.
“We ran into a good team, and
a desperate team, and that was a
dangerous combination, obviously,” said assistant head coach Dima
Kamenshchik. “Their backs were
against the ropes. They were fighting for a playoff spot. I guess they
were more desperate … and that’s
what it ultimately came down to.”
The Bearcats struck first blood,
scoring the first goal of the game on
a header by Junior Igor Polisski in
the 46th minute.
But the Yellow Jackets struck
right back. Junior Andrei Reznikov
beat the defense with a pass from
the right side of the box and scored
just nine minutes later to tie the
game at 1-1.
“We scored the first goal of
the game and it seemed like they
scored theirs right back,” said Kamenshchik. “They played with confidence.”
Baruch had their chances to win
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On the last game of the season Baruch lost their perfect record and first place in CUNYAC in all the once, losing to City Tech 2-1.
the game at the end of regulation
and at the beginning of the second
overtime but failed to capitalize on
both opportunities. With only 17
minutes left in the game, Baruch
failed to capitalize on a penalty

kick, and in the first minute of the
first overtime period hit the bar on
a goal attempt.
As was the case in every conference game this season, Baruch outshot the Yellow Jackets 25-13 during

the game, pushing the tempo from
beginning to end, but ultimately
couldn’t find the back of the net for
a second goal.
The loss brings the Bearcats
overall record back to .500, 6-6-2,

and their CUNYAC record falls to
6-1-2.
The loss also held CUNYAC
standing ramifications. If Baruch
would have at least held the score
to tie City Tech, they would have
gained two points in the standings
and clinched first place, instead,
the loss held them steady at 20
points, leaving a window open for
York to leapfrog them in the standings.
York would go on to beat John
Jay later that week, gaining three
points in the CUNYAC standings
and finishing with 21 points on the
season, edging out Baruch for first
place by just one point.
“Now our opponents will see us
as second best, and that gives them
a [mental] edge,” said Kamenshchik. Teams are going to come into
the games with more confidence
against us because we are not the
top team anymore.”
With the season officially over,
the Bearcats can now look ahead
to the playoffs, and try their best to
put the season-closing loss behind
them.
“There is going to be a lot of
practice and preparation. That’s for
sure,” said Kamenshchik. “We are
going to build off that anxiousness
and nervousness so we can be prepared when the time comes [to play
the first game of the playoffs].”
In an ironic twist of events, although the standings still need to
be determined by games yet to be
played, the Bearcats could take on
City Tech in the first round of the
playoffs on Wednesday, a re-match
that they would welcome.
“[City Tech] is standing in the
way. They took something away
that was so dear to us: our perfect
record. So, we’ve got to take it out
on them,” Kamenshchik. “You took
away our streak, now we have to
end your season.”

The Prowlers give their predictions for the upcoming 2009-2010 NBA season for the Knicks and Nets
KNICKS
The Knicks are gearing for 2010; that’s not a secret. They
are hoping that the lure of the Garden will bring King LeBron
to the Knicks and they are clearing salary in order to do just
that. Until then, Knicks fans have to bide their time. If Danilo Gallinari and Wilson Chandler can take a step forward
and Eddy Curry can show some remnants of what he was, the
Knicks may have a shot at the 8th seed this season.
Prediction - 38-44, 10th in East

KNICKS
Even though the Knicks did not make significant changes
to their roster, both the franchise and the fans are hoping
that the resignations of David Lee and Nate Robinson will
bring an NBA playoff appearance back to the world’s most
famous arena. Even though Mike D’Antoni is a strong leader,
the probability of the Knickerbockers pulling it off is slim to
none.
Prediction - 37-45, miss playoffs, 10th in East.

KNICKS
The Knicks can score in bunches with Mike D’Antoni as
head coach and his run-and-gun offense, but defense is at
a premium. This year they are looking at a roster with seven
expiring contracts, which will also prepare them, more than
any other team in the league, to land one of the 2010 heralded
free agents like LeBron James.
Prediction – 10th in the Eastern Conference.
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NETS
The Nets have 99 problems and location is definitely one.
While they wait for Jay-Z and his partners in ownership to
move the team to Brooklyn, they are building a nice young
core to take with them. Devin Harris proved to be a top-5
point guard last season, Courtney Lee is a star in the making and Brooke Lopez would have won the Rookie of the Year
award had Derrick Rose stayed at Memphis University.
Prediction - 42-40, 7th in East, Lose in 1st round to
Celtics.

NETS
The Nets are currently in a rebuilding stage that unfortunately cannot support the hopes of earning a playoff spot.
Although they have made a considerable impact on the Nets,
Devin Harris and Brook Lopez can’t carry the team single
handedly to a level that New Jersey fans would like to see
without the help of number scorer Vince Carter, who was
shipped to Orlando in the off-season.
Prediction - 40-42, miss playoffs, 9th in East.

NETS
The Vince Carter-less Nets will have trouble beating teams
this season. They do have some bright young starters like
Devin Harris, Brook Lopez and Yi Jianlian, but it won’t be
enough. The Brooklyn-bound Nets are looking into the 2010
season for the James/Dwayne Wade sweepstakes to see if
they can land arguably the two best players in the league.
Prediction - Last in the Eastern Conference.
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Machli moves up the ranks
BY STEFANIE SPARACCIO
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

In the wake of the official start of
college hoops, the National Collegiate Association of America ranked
Baruch’s very own Machli Joseph
sixteenth in the nation in winning
percentage among active Division
III women’s basketball coaches.
Joseph’s .7534 winning percentage earned him the right to
sit proudly in the top 20 in an accomplished group of head coaches,
some of whom have been coaching
for up to three decades.
Now in his fifth season as head
coach, Joseph has led the women’s
basketball program to become the
huge success that it is today. Since
officially joining the Bearcats on
May 12, 2004, Joseph has led his
team to a stellar 110-36 record, averaging about 21 wins per season.
In his first season as head coach,
the Bearcats battled their way into
the Eastern College Athletic Conference postseason competition
for the first time in the team’s history and went on to win the CUNY
Athletic Conference North Division
Regular Season Championship.
Since then, the Bearcats have won
three CUNYAC titles in the past five
years under Joseph’s leadership.

Despite the increasing success
that Joseph, a two-time CUNYAC
Coach of the Year recipient, has exhibited throughout his years at Baruch, the accomplished head coach
showed a humble demeanor when
asked about his distinguished national ranking.
“My initial reaction was [to be]
proud but […] it makes you realize what type of impact the players
have on the team,” he said.
Joseph was also quick to point
out that, even though it was his
name that occupied a top-20 spot
in the national rankings the accomplishment was more of a collaborative effort on the part of the
admissions office, the athletic department and the students.
“The admissions and management [offices] at Baruch are really
supportive in the process of helping to recruit and identify the best
student athletes,” said Joseph.
Joseph credited the hardworking group in the athletic department with effectively presenting its
current and prospective studentathletes with the very best that Baruch has to offer.
“Even though [the rankings] are
about numbers, at the same time
it’s about all the people that have
helped us in recruiting our athletes.

If it’s not for them, we don’t get recognized for the statistics.”
Before coming to Baruch, Joseph was part of a number of different collegiate coaching staffs that
ranked on the NCAA Division I, II,
and III levels. While the desire to
win was evident at all levels of the
game, Joseph believed that Division III student-athletes were more
sincerely driven.
“I find Division III [to be] more
rewarding because a lot of athletes
are playing for the love and passion
of the game. Division III is all about
academics, graduating, and helping [student-athletes] understand
how to use sports as a tool to be
successful in life.”
Joseph reminds himself to live
up to the “there’s no I in team”
mind-set each and every day.
“I don’t look at the [ranking] and
say, ‘I’m the best.’ We look at those
numbers and say, ‘it’s working’; the
whole camaraderie of teamwork
and people working together is
working,” said Joseph. “It’s like an
assembly line; everyone has to do
their part, and at Baruch everyone
is doing their part from top to bottom. This is a family atmosphere
and I could never do it alone.”

VISIT OUR ONLINE BLOG
THETICKER.ORG/BLOG

DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER

Coach Joseph was recently recognized by the NCAA for his outstanding record.

Santiago gives volleyball frosh start

Commish awarded

BY SABRINA SMITH

BY LILLIAN RIZZO

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

NEWS EDITOR

It is an old saying that big things
come in small packages, and for
one athlete, this motto defines her
athletic capability.
Standing at only 5’4,” with rugged curls and a determined look,
Freshman Melinda Santiago of
the women’s volleyball team has
stepped beyond the credentials of
a ‘newbie’ and has proven herself
after receiving the title of Rookie
of the Week, an award that she has
won more than once during the
season.
As captain and staring setter of Bellport High School in
Brookhaven, New York, Santiago
was an outstanding asset to her senior class and helped her team earn
third place in Suffolk County.
Santiago realized her passion
for volleyball from an early age.
As a seventh grader trying out for
the school team, she knew that the
sport was all her own. The adrenaline rush and the love for the game
motivated Santiago to continue
playing past those high school
years.
Once recruited to the Baruch
team, the young player learned
what it truly meant to be a part of a
collegiate team. There was no time
to be groomed or grow comfortable
with plays because, for Santiago, the
hard work began before the start of
her first semester in college.
After being recruited by Coach
Allison Gunther, Women’s Volleyball coach, her dreams of an easy
first year were quickly changed after she found out that she would be
the only base setter for the season.
In addition to that position, Santiago will also be taking the place of
experienced setter Kristin Walker,

CUNY Athletic Conference’s
Commissioner Zak Ivkovic is reeling in a new award, starting fresh
initiatives, answering student questions, representing CUNY and continuously trying to push its athletics
forward.
The commissioner received an
award from the All-American Football Foundation in Sept. and accepted it at its annual New England
Banquet of Champions on Oct. 6.
“The All-American Football
Foundation gives out these awards
annually and it was a surprise to
me,” said Ivkovic. “I don’t know
how I was nominated or who nominated me.”
While Ivkovic was honored to
receive the Asa S. Bushnell Outstanding Commissioner Award, he
was more excited about what it said
of CUNY’s athletics.
“A few people [from CUNY] I’ve
spoken to are happy for me, but I
am very happy in return for them
giving me the tools to succeed,”
said Ivkovic.
The award for outstanding commissioner of a conference usually
goes to those that include football.
“A lot of it is geared around football,
obviously we don’t have it,” said
Ivkovic. “But we got [the award].”
Ivkovic has been with CUNYAC
for 20 seasons and is now on his
sixth campaign as commissioner.
When he first joined CUNY he was
the part-time Sports Information
Director.
But Ivkovic’s time with CUNY extends further back. He has a Bachelors of Arts degree in Mass Media
from Hunter College. He currently
takes classes in the School of Public
Affairs at Baruch and is in his fifth
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Santiago has stepped in as a freshman this season and has played outstanding.
who graduated last season, a 5’8”
left-handed player that dominated
the athletic conference last season.
As a shorter, right-handed player,
the difficulty was clear.
“I came in thinking that my first
year was going to be relaxed, but
my biggest challenge was filling in
after Kristin left, but so far it’s been
good,” said Santiago.
According to Gunther, it is rare
to see a freshman take a role that
big, but she believes that with time
and hard work the star rookie can
be a future leader.
“Melinda definitely has a lot of

spunk and energy for a little person, but she’s tough,” said Gunther.
“She has big shoes to fill but she is
doing a great job.”
“I think being on the team will
help me be an overall better person,” said Santiago. “Volleyball
keeps me on track with my school
work.”
“Coming from high school, I really didn’t know what to expect especially coming from a team I was
so close with, but I think my teammates from Baruch are my best
friends, and I’m so glad I got to have
them in my life,” said Santiago.

semester here.
Even before Ivkovic knew he
was receiving the Football Foundation award, he was setting up
the “Ask Zak” online questionnaire
with CUNYAC. Students can submit their questions to the email
address, cunyathleticconference@
yahoo.com, and in the first week
of each month Ivkovic will select
those he will answer and post them
on cunyathletics.com.
“[It was created with the] notion
that students should always have a
voice so we know how we can serve
them better,” said Ivkovic.
Popular questions so far are
usually geared towards students
requesting certain teams be created at their CUNY campuses. A lot
of interest has been shown towards
having women’s soccer implemented among CUNYAC’s sports.
Along with “Ask Zak,” Ivkovic
says CUNYAC is in the process of
creating a student survey for athletics. The survey will allow them
to break down the needs of each
school and each gender.
“Ultimately I steer them in the
direction of the athletics department of their campus,” said Ivkovic.
“Often they are willing to help students but they are handcuffed because of funding.”
Ivkovic says there is much more
they plan on doing. “We have a huge
student population, we try to give
them the best possible experience,”
said Ivkovic. “We strive to do better
for them everyday, but there’s still
more we can for them.”
The outstanding commissioner
is proud of CUNYAC and excited to
move it forward.
“We’ve worked hard everyday
but because we love what we do it’s
not a job,” said Ivkovic. “It’s fun!”
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ONE GOAL
SHORT
BY DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER

The soccer team took their first conference loss on Wednesday, not only ruining their perfect season, but dropping them to second place. PAGE 21

